
Save the date - Gallery Hop Stop November 11 •  5:30 - 8:00March 2024 will spring the local arts scene into action inside and out

For more information, please call
859-236-2361, ext. 111,
or send your request to:

Mimi Becker,
executive director

The Kentucky Arts Council, the
state arts agency, supports the
Arts Commission of Danville/
Boyle County with state tax dollars
and federal funding from the
National Endowment for the Arts.
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






























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For additional information on all events, refer to danvillearts.org

continued on inside

ARTS COMMISSION BOARD
Esther Rugerio, President
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Crystal Viray
Sid Woolcott
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Travis Kern, advisory
Alex Heckert, advisory
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Pease check your level of support below. Make checks payable to the

ARTS COMMISSION OF DANVILLE/BOYLE COUNTY
105 E. Walnut Street, Danville. KY 40422

c Friends $25.00+
c Advocates $50.00+

c Sponsors $100.00+
c Patrons $250.00+

c Benefactors $500.00+

___I am interested in volunteering. Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

Name (please print) ______________________________________________________________________

E-mail for regular updates/news or programs & events  __________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________ State _______________________ Zip Code _________________

Phone (________) ____________________ OR (________) ____________________

Member information is for use of the Arts Commission and it is not shared with outside parties.
All donations and gifts are tax-deductible. 

Arts Commission, 105 E. Walnut, Danville, KY 40422 • Follow us on Facebook • on the web at www.danvillearts.org

  As a child living on her family’s farm, 
Charlotte Henson probably had no idea 
the turns her life would take.  However, 
her early life definitely tells the story of 
the characteristics which would serve 
her, and her community well.  Charlotte 
was an avid reader, a gifted singer, a 
teacher, a wife, a mother and a grand-
mother.  Her family readily admits she 

was stubborn.  In the best sense of the 
word.

     When Charlotte met Eben Henson, 
he was setting out to bring Broadway to 
the Bluegrass.  What began as a dream 
of a local theater, at the time housed at 
the free space at Darnell State Mental 
Hospital, grew into Pioneer Playhouse.  
The Playhouse will celebrate its 75th 

Thank you, Charlotte

Once again, kids tell the story with talent and style
 All work and no play…wait, 

the play is the work, bit not 
really, because the Arts Com-
mission school play series has 
been nothing but fun and inspir-
ing since its inception in 2018.  
With the exception of the Covid 
years, the Arts Commission has 
partnered with the Boyle County 
Agency for Substance Abuse 
Policy to present original plays 
by Liz Orndorff to middle and 
high school students with the 
goal of educating students about 
healthy living, decision making, 
and self-esteem using creative 
and fun programs.

     This year, the play is “The 
Convergence of Desire.” In the 
show five young people get 
together to talk about their fu-
ture directions, or lack thereof.  
Through their conversation, each 
person is encouraged to look at 

what they enjoy doing.  To carry 
out the theme each has a musical 
story to tell and the whole cast 
joins in to support the individual 
efforts.

     The cast includes Miles 
Henson, Hayden Maples, Alexis 
Herrera, Emilee Beauman and 

Nico Lucas.  The Arts Commis-
sion appreciates the support of 
Liz Orndorff in granting the rights 
to the play, Jane Dewey and the 
technical staff at Gravely Hall, and 
the Danville Independent Schools 
for rehearsal space and the use of 
the theater for performances. 
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year of productions this summer.  
     In the true spirit of theater, 

“the show must go on,” the Play-
house figured out ways to safely 
perform during Covid.  Following 
the death of founder Eben Henson 
in 2004, and in 2012 the loss of ar-
tistic director,  Holly Henson, Char-
lotte never questioned the future of 
the theater and continued to work 
as she always had. 

     Most of the time, Charlotte 
was the behind the scenes back-
bone of the theater operation.  
She coordinated staffing, housing, 
meals, daily organization, mainte-
nance, and handled the hundreds 

of play production issues which 
were necessary to present a season 
of entertaining experiences for au-
diences.  The public generally had 
no idea the role she played in the 
success of the theater every day, all 
year.

     However, every performance 
night for many years, Charlotte’s 
musical talent was a feature during 
the pre-show dinner.  She enter-
tained the dinner guests with songs, 
accompanying herself on guitar, 
and stories about the Playhouse.  
John Jacob Niles once called Char-
lotte’s voice one of the purest he 
had ever heard.

     While often not publicly rec-
ognized, Charlotte was named the 
2006 Arts Citizen of the Year by the 
Arts Commission.

     Though her health and 
strength were fading, Charlotte 
continued to be involved in the 
direction of the theater.  She sang 
at dinners even in the summer of 
2023 and the play schedule for the 
summer of 2024, the 75th season, is 
already well planned. As her family 
said, “the show must go on.”

     Charlotte Henson died on Feb. 
13th, 2024, at her home at Pioneer 
Playhouse. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS IN 2023
Our PROGRAM PARTNERS who supported the school play, the Constitution Square Festival, our Art Kits 

and Books project, designated scholarships, summer concerts, our fiscally sponsored organizations, and a 
variety of other activitie *Denotes 2024 new/renewing partners

Barbara Hall
Boyle County ASAP
Boyle County Schools
CentreWorks
*Chamber of Commerce
*Chick-fil-A
*�Danville Boyle County 
Development Corporation

*�Danville Independent Schools
*Destination Danville
Farmer’s Market
Farmers National Bank
*�Great American Brass Band 
Festival

�Housing Authority of Danville
Jane Brantley

Joan and Paul Stansbury
*Joe Mathis and WHIR
*Judi Barger-Kemper
Kentucky Arts Council
*Kiwanis Club of Danville
Michael Southerland
Morley’s Backyard
*�Norton Center for the Arts

*Patti Wright
Rob and Marion Caldwell
Scarlet Cup Theatre
Stith Family
Walden Family
Wal-Mart
Weld Quip
Whitaker Bank

Our ART-FULL AFFAIR ARTISTS who shared their work to benefit children’s activities and scholarships
*Denotes 2024 event donor

Mike Archer
Allen Arth
Steve Becker
Boyle County Schools
Jason Brunz
Cheryl Chapman
Emily Clark
�Danville Independent 
Schools
John Andrew Dixon
Germaine Dunn
�Doors of Danville (from 
Donna Elam)
David Farmer
Donna Forgacs
Joe Forgacs
Roni Gilpin
Isabella la Rocca Gonzalez

George Gow
Steve Hoffman
Jane Hutchens
Pam Leinauer
�Carrie Lentz (from Chris 
Mallito)
Margaret Levi
Brandon Long
Maple Tree Gallery
Patrick Martin
Tab Martin
Gaynella McGuire
Hershel McKinley
Ann McWilliams
Norton Center for the Arts
�Nelson Oestreich (from   
Orndorff family)
Addie Osborne

Pioneer Playhouse
Aaron Raitierre
Lynda Ross
�Paul Sawyier (from Janice 
Birdwhistel)
Scarlet Cup Theatre
�Junichiro Sekino (from 
anonymous donor)
David Shadwick
Peggy Sherry
Steve Southerland
Michael Southerland
Tillie Sowders
Kris Steele
Sheldon Tapley
Josh Taylor
Marie Taylor
Susan Taylor

Kathy Thompson
Wayne Thurman
Mary Beth Touchstone
Geri Trinler
Mary Trollinger
Jim Underwood
Crystal Viray
West T. Hill Theatre
�Gerald Wethington (from 
Chris Mallito)
Brook White
Pat Williams
Sarah Wiltsee
NJ Woods (from Dot Neale)
Jacquie Woodward
Katie Woolcott
Madelyn Worley
Kathy York

Our GALLERY HOP AND YOUTH ARTS EXHIBIT EXHIBIT *Denotes 2024 new/renewing participants

Art Center of the Bluegrass
Bluegrass Pizza Pub
Boogie Knights
Boyle County Courthouse
Boyle County Public Library
CAMP, LLC
Carol’s Bridal and Gifts
Centre College Bookstore

Cerci
Chase Bank
Copper and Oak
Danville Bike and Footwear
Danville City Hall
Danville Fire Department
Danville Office Eqipment
Derby Shop and Raggs

Dry Stack Coffee
Great American Brass Band 

         Festival
La Cosa Nostra
Maple Tree Gallery
McDaniel Wealth
Plaid Elephant
Purple Peacock

Raymond James
Sherwin Williams
West’s Wing
Whitaker Bank
Wine Seller

Our DONORS AND FRIENDS who keep us going all year! *Denotes 2024 new/renewing gifts
Alpha Delta Kappa
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Katherine Arnold
Teresa Arnold
Anita Baskin
Steve Becker
Paul Becker
Karl Benson
*David Berka
Pat Boatwright
*Jane Brantley
*Carol’s Bridal
Boyle County Fiscal Court
Barb and Jim Bright-Bredar
City of Danville
Emily Clark
Stephen and Ruby Cline
*Mark and Georgia deAraujo
*Fred and Louise Dearborn
Jane Dewey
Mark and Julie Dexter

Marti Dickerson
Donna Elam
Sarah Emmons
*Donna and Joe Forgacs
*Margaret Gardiner
Diana Gilley
Roni Gilpin
Russ and Margo Goodwin
Jenna Graves
Barbara Hall
Sarah Hamlin
Marlene Hanna
Pat Hays
*Marjorie Hines
*Mort and Joyce Hoagland
Steve Hoffman
Gail Howe
Susan Jonas
*Kentucky Arts Council
Cathy Lally
Pam and Keith Leinauer
Maria Grazia and William Levin
Pat Liebschutz

*Bryan Lohr
Maple Tree Gallery
Alex and AnnYager McCroskey
*Gaynella McGuire
Steve Meadows
Paula Meckes
Kathy Milby
*Kathy and Preston Miles
Joe and Yvonne Morley
*Charlotta Bright Norby
Liz and Robert Orndorff
Helen Overstreet
Andrea and Rheams Perkins
Powell Family Charitable Trust
*Sandy and Milton Reigelman
Bruce Richardson
John and Susie Roush
Esther Rugerio
*Bill and Kathy Ruth
Judy Schaefer
Scott and Bunny Scutchfield
David and Carol Seidel
Richard and Linda Smith

Kate Snyder
Tillie Sowders
Elizabeth Stamps
Kris Steele
Marla and Robert Steele
*Kandy and Dan Stroup
*Bob and Judy Sweeney
Emily and Dennis Toadvine
Mary Beth and Larry Touchstone-

Fitch
Patsi Trollinger
Mary Trollinger
*Sarah Vahlkamp
Crystal Viray
Beau Weston
Pat Williams
John and Brenda Wilson
Anne Winburn
Cynthia Woolcott
*Jim and Madelyn Worley
Patti Wright
Joe and Kathy York
YUM! Brands

Bluebirds will flock to Danville this spring
The Garden Club of Danville is 

about more than just pretty flow-
ers.  While your own backyard is 
a good place to learn and experi-
ment with plants and vegetables 
for your family dinner table, the 
Garden Club mission includes 
emphasis on preserving and de-
veloping the local environment to 
benefit the local community.

     Bluebirds are important in the 
Eastern United States.  They feed 
on the insects which are harmful 
to food crops.  During the nest-
ing and hatching season, they eat 
voraciously and gather insects to 
feed their newborn chicks.

     The Garden Club of Danville 
has initiated a Bluebird House proj-
ect to install 30 Bluebird houses 

along the trail on Clark’s Run.  To 
accomplish the goal, the club was 
fortunate to have Will Wilson of 
Scout Troop 119 join in for his 
Eagle Scout project.  To date, Will 
has constructed the 30 houses, 
along with Preston Miles has scout-
ed the locations along the trail, 
club members have painted the 
houses, and Will and some friends 
will install the houses by the begin-
ning of March.  

     Bluebirds begin house hunt-
ing in early March and the club and 
Will have a beautiful neighborhood 
ready for immediate occupancy. 
Club members will provide house-
keeping services at the end of the 
season and document the number 
of hatchings in each house.

March 2024 Notes
Welcome Louisville Orchestra, March 8th

Michael Cleveland will lead a roundtable discussion at 4:00 in Norton Center Lobby
discussing serving and reaching out to artists with special needs.

The Arts Commission is proud to partner with the Norton Center for this program.
For information contact Mimi Becker at arts@historicdanvilleky.com


